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Control of Relationships: Research on Labor Process in Agricultural Production
with the Tobacco Industry of Village A in Ludong Region as an Example

REN Yudong WANG Yijie

Abstract: Taking the tobacco industry of Village A in the east of Shandong Province as an example the
paper discussed the problem of labor control in agricultural production by referring to the relevant theo—
ries of labor process. The study found that the labor process in tobacco production has its own particu—
larity and there is an employment pattern of control and reverse constraint which is the constant adap—
tation of both parties to tobacco production and influences their action strategies. Second labor control
in tobacco production shows the characteristics of “control’  “control” is a product of acquaintance so—
cial relation network and the combination of the economic benefits essentially has the orientation of the
economic interests relationship throughout the labor process and it embodies the “reconciliation” and
“accommodation” cultural characteristics. In addition  “relationship control” in the tobacco production
field is restricted by a structural power network which is jointly shaped by reciprocity and restriction
mechanisms. It is also the result of the interaction between employers tobacco workers and tobacco
companies finally bringing the end of tobacco production into the whole industrial market. Finally this
study offered some enlightenment and reference for understanding the current informal employment in
labor relations and building a new agricultural management system.

Keywords: Tobacco Industry; Control of Relationships; Reciprocity and Restriction; Labor Process

Theory
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