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Believing in Law instead of Petition
——Research on Action Logic of Right-defending
by Fishermen in Luyi Island of Penglai City

CHEN Tao
(Ocean University of China , Qingdao 266100, China)

Abstract: Law and petition are the fundamental tools used by grass-root
class to defend their rights when environmental incident occurs, among which
Chinese people prefer the latter, hence the saying of" believing in petition instead
of law' . On one hand. this situation results from the traditional ideal of a litiga-
tion—free society; on the other hand, it is driven by the reality of legal predica-
ment. After the oil leakage accident of Penglai No. 19 —3 Oilfield, the action log-
ic of fishermen was marked with clear characteristic of " believing in law instead
of petitiont’ . This change was based on specific social system: firstly, the ordina-
ry fishermen were not aware of petition; secondly, rural elites made profound in-
trospection on petition predicament; thirdly, it is a result after the comparison
with reference groups; fourthly, defending rights by law ensured the legitimacy
of their action. According to studies, the appearance of" believing in law instead
of petition’ doesnt necessarily mean that the fishermen have a sharp conscious-
ness of law. However, it is still of important realistic value, which can help
weaken and eliminate the idea of depending on just authority, as well as promote
the construction of a society ruled by law. Currently, an appropriate social sys-
tem is to be created to transform" believing in petition instead of law' into" be-
lieving in law instead of petition' , which makes the promotion of judicial reform
and judicial independence an urgent need at the moment.

Key Words: defending rights by law; right defending concerning environ-
mental issue; petition on environmental issue
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