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Becoming Excellent Student: A Case Study on the Construction of
the Self-identity of Well-performed Students in Higher
Vocational Colleges

SHEN Hong-cheng LIU Yuan
( Department of Sociology Hohai University Nanjing Jiangsu 211100)

Abstract  The higher vocational colleges are regarded as the “the lowest level” of education of the
overall higher education system. Despite higher vocational students are prone to “self abandonment” culture
due to their limited access to the upward social scheme there are still well-performed students who are eager
to pursue higher achievements. Basing on Carspecken’ s analysis framework this paper chose one higher
vocational school as field site and explored the self identity of the well-performed students a school where most
students are poorly performed. It is found that in a situation full of contradictions well-performed students in
higher vocational colleges construct their self identity by fighting with the realistic situation and struggling to
construct their dignity. A limited number of higher vocational students have attained some achievements
through efforts and reshaped their different images of higher vocational students.

Key words high vocational college; well-performed student; reproduction; self acknowledgement;

self-abandonment; educational anthropology



