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Counter-School Survival under Partial Perception:
Discussion on Education and Stratum Reproduction

SHI Qiuxia WANG Yijie
(1. Department of Sociology Jiangsu Normal University Xuzhou 221116 Jiangsu China
2. Department of Sociology Hohai University Nanjing 210098 China)

Abstract: The authors’ field research in a public school for migrant workers’ children reveals that a—
mong the underachieverchildren with little chance of entering a higher school a survival logic of counter—
school characterized by recreation and resistance is taking shape. This logic is based on the partial perception
of education under the marginalized and disadvantaged life situation. The children finally choose to enter the
secondary labor market hence the stratum reproduction. However the strategic selection by the children in
specific contextsshould be taken into accountto further explore the relationship between education and repro—
duction. When there is no strong in-group consciousness among the migrant workers’ children the dynamic
in counter-school survival logic does not have the potential to transform the fate of social stratum.
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