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Language Barrier and Invisible Segregation: A Case Study of Uygur
College Students at an Eastern University

SHEN Hong-cheng REN Fei-fei
( Department of Sociology Hohai University Nanjing Jiangsu 211100)

Abstract Receiving higher education is an important channel for minority students to enter the
mainstream of society but there exists an invisible segregation. This paper focuses on the language barrier and
its inherent differences through interview and participant observation based on a case study of Uygur college
students at an Eastern university. From primary school to senior high school there exists a visible segregation
in educational system caused by pedagogic language group teaching and enrollment of inland classes. To
some degree the visible segregation is eliminated after entering college. But language barrier still exists among
Uygur students from different family social and educational backgrounds. For those students from lower social
class rural areas and non inland Xinjiang classes language barrier is just like an impassable barrier which
leads to an invisible segregation to some degree.
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