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Hukou House and Quality of Life Inequality:

Comparison between Urban-Urban Immigrants and Local Residents
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( Department of Sociology Hohai University Nanjing 211100 China)

Abstract: Based on the dynamic monitoring survey data of the floating population in 2014 this

study made a comparative analysis of the quality of life between the local residents and the urban—
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urban immigrants. And it found that the income of urban-urban migrants was higher than that of the
local residents because of the choice effect of immigrants while the quality of life was lower than
that of the local residents. Whether to own a house is an important reason for the difference in
quality of life between the two groups and the role of system exclusion is not obvious. By further
regression decomposition it demonstrated the effect of institutional exclusion was not significant
because of positive selectivity. In other words institutional exclusion is still the main reason for the
life quality difference between the two groups the secondary reason is the house. Thus to improve
the urban living standard of the immigrants the government not only reform the household
registration system to provide equal resources but also consider the implementation of special
policies to satisfy immigrants’ housing demand.
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